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dangerous for him. It was for this reason that Makhani
was attacked by a buffalo which injured his skull. Those at
home must expose themselves to vapour baths in the early
morning and late in the evening, as in the case of smearing
the hut.J>1 In the same tribe, when a man is away hunting
a hippopotamus, his wife at home is bound to observe certain
rules of conduct for the purpose of ensuring his success and
safety in the chase. " As soon as the assagai is thrown,
somebody runs to the hunter's village to inform his wife.
The woman must at once shut herself up in the hut and
remain perfectly quiet. She lights a pipe and keeps it burn-
ing the whole time. A little child brings her her pipe (Ronga
women are great pipe smokers). She must neither eat nor
drink ; or, if she is very thirsty, the child will bring her
some water. In any case, she must not crush her mealies ;
she must not go out of the hut except to satisfy her natural
wants. Why ? Because if she were to move to and fro in
the village, this would induce the hippopotamus to rush
wildly upon her husband and possibly kill him. Moreover,
the fact that she remains confined within the circular walls of
the hut will have as a consequence that the wild beast will be
in some sort imprisoned in a small space ; it will not be able
to run far away and escape."2
Among the Tumbuka of Central Africa, when the hunters
were going forth to kill an elephant, after all preparations
had been made, and sacrifices had been offered to the spirits
of the dead, " the chief hunter charged the villagers who
remained that there must be no quarrelling or immorality
indulged in within the village. None were to leave their homes
to visit other places, but all were to remain quiet and law-
abiding lest the game disappear, or turn in anger and rend
the hunters. As he left the village he blew a loud blast on a
little horn he carried, and shouted back to the people, ' Let
those who have gone before, go in peace ; but let him that
utters my name die/ The curse was to prevent any talk
about the projected hunt lest the game hear about it and
hide away.*' 8 Among the Baya, a tribe of equatorial Africa
1 H. A. Junod, The Lift of a South.         * Junod, op. tit. ii. 69.
African   Tribe,  2nd  edit  (London,         8 0. Fraser, Winning a Primitive
1927) ii. 62.                                              People (London, 1914), p. 136-